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MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The Army Medical Library was well represented at the forty- 
fifth meeting of the Medical Library Association held at the Yale 
Medical Library, 25-27 March, 1946. This was the first meeting 
of the Association since 1942, and attendance was large. 


On Monday afternoon, 26 March, reports on the Army Medical 
Library were presented by the Director, Colonel Leon L. Gardner; 
Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, the Librarian; Mr. Scott Adams, Chief of 
the Acquisition Division; Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Chief of the 
Catalog Division; Miss Helen H. Norris, Chief of the Reference 
Division; and Dr. Max H. Fisch, Chief of the History of Medicine 
Division. The future of the Army Medical Library was outlined by 
Colonel Gardner, while Mr. Wright gave a resumé of the organiza- 
tion of the Library. Descriptions of the work being carried on in 
the various Library divisions were given by the division chiefs. 
Colonel Harold W. Jones, Honorary Consultant and former Di- 
rector of the Army Medical Library, also addressed the group on 
the opening day of the meeting. 


Dr. John F. Fulton, Sterling Professor of Physiology at the Yale 
University School of Medicine and President of the Association of 
Honorary Consultants, spoke on the history of the Yale Medical 
Libraries. He also entertained members of the Medical Library Asso- 
ciation at his home with “Joseph Priestley’s Pyrmont water.” 


Miss Ethel Wigmore of the National Medical Research Institute, 
London, England, gave a most interesting and moving account of 
the London libraries during World War II. Considering the de- 
struction wrought on the city, the damage done to book collections 
was relatively small. This was partly due to the quick thinking and 
action of the library staffs who, after a hit, salvaged as many books 
as possible and, through sheer ingenuity, protected exposed collec- 
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tions from the elements. However, the British libraries did suffer 
great and often serious losses. Miss Wigmore hopes that, through the 
generosity of Americans and American libraries in particular, re- 
placements may be provided to help fill these gaps. 


COLONEL GARDNER ADDRESSES SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 


On Tuesday evening, 26 March, AML Director Colonel Leon 
L. Gardner spoke before a joint meeting of the Biological Sciences 
and Science Technology sections of The Special Libraries Associa- 
tion. He gave a half dozen thumbnail sketches of individuals and 
incidents which seemed to him and to his audience to typify the 
effects of the war on the people. Following his talk, he showed 
colored moving pictures which he had taken in France and Cuba. 
Although he claims to be an amateur, the pictures had the color, 
light, and action of finished work. 


ACQUISITIONS FROM GERMANY 


Eight large packing cases of books and serials have been re- 
ceived through the agency of the Inter-Departmental Committee 
for the Acquisition of Foreign Publications. Since this agency was 


absorbed by the State Department in January, this shipment will | 


doubtless be the last. The Library and the medical profession have 
benefited enormously from the wartime activities of this Committee. 


Another large shipment of material, including many official 
publications relating to German military medicine during the war, 
is On its way to the Library through Army channels. 


Top priority has been assigned to the Library for the distribu- 


tion of materials acquired by the Library of Congress Mission, now } 


in Frankfurt, for the following subjects: (1) Human Anatomy; 
(2) Bacteriology; (3) Medicine. The Mission, a cooperative under- 
taking of the Library of Congress, the Association of Research 
Libraries, and the Army, is engaged in sorting and distributing 
captured material and in purchasing German literature for the use 
of American research libraries. 


REFERENCE DIVISION 


Although World War II is over, APO requests for bibliographies | 
and microfilms continue to come in to the Reference Division, so | 


that service of the Army Medical Library continues to be very active. 
A request for material on tropical ulcers of the skin, cutaneous 
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diphtheria, desert sores and other dermatological conditions of this 
nature, arrived recently from an APO unit in India. Similar de- 
mands on the Library’s resources and services are received from 
APO units all over the world. 


That the Library is well known abroad is evidenced by the 
flow of mail to the Reference Division alone. During the past 
month requests have come from England, for a photostat of the 
titlepage of a book that could not be found elsewhere; from the 
Belgian Congo, for certain references to literature on soy beans, 
peanuts, and cottonseed; from France, for a bibliography on injuries 
resulting from parachute jumping; from two sources in South 
Africa, for references in Japanese medical journals and material not 
available in other medical libraries; and from Brazil, for a bibliog- 
raphy for a medical student working on his doctoral thesis. These 
typify the variety of the inquiries received. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF ANATOMISTS 


The American Association of Anatomists held its fifty-ninth 
session in Cleveland, on 4, 5, 6 April, at the invitation of Western 
Reserve University School of Medicine. In a room reserved for 
the Cleveland Branch of the Army Medical Library, there was an 
exhibit of anatomical illustrations from the Middle Ages through 
the 18th Century. Full-size reproductions of one of these illustra- 
tions, the praying skeleton of Gamelin (1779), were distributed 
from the registration desk. About 250 anatomists visited the ex- 
hibit. In spite of a crowded convention schedule, 2 number took 
time to visit the Library. 


EPIDEMIC HEPATITIS 


Lt. Colonel Balduin Lucké of the Army Institute of Pathology, 
Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, has completed 
his very extensive study entitled ““The Fulminant Form of Epidemic 
— It is expected that this will appear in print at an early 

ate. 


Colonel Lucké’s previous publication on epidemic hepatitis 
elicited far-reaching comment and notice and has become recognized 
as a work of authority in its field. This earlier study was pub- 
lished in two parts, as “The Pathology of Fatal Epidemic Hepatitis” 
and “The Structure of the Liver after Recovery from Epidemic 
Hepatitis”, in the May, 1944, issue of the American Journal of 
Pathology. 
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FIFTY YEARS OF DEVOTED SERVICE 


Good wishes are extended to Miss Marcia C. Noyes, Librarian 
and Executive Secretary of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of 
the State of Maryland, on her completion of fifty years of devoted 
service to the medical profession. A testimonial celebration in 
honor of Miss Noyes was held at Osler Hall, Baltimore, Md., on 24 
April, 1946. A number of members of the Army Medical Library 
staff attended. 


HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


An Advisory Editorial Board on the History of the Medical 
Department of World War II has been established in the Office of 
The Surgeon General. The Consultants to the Army Medical Li- 
brary serving on the Board are—Brigadier General Raymond A. 
Kelser, USA, Ret., Dr. Morris Fishbein, Dr. J. Ben Robinson, and 
Dr. Lewis H. Weed. The Library is regularly making reference 
and bibliographical contributions in connection with the preparation 
of this History. 

Dr. Walton B. McDaniel, 2d, Librarian of the College of Phy- 
sicians of Philadelphia, was elected President of the Medical Library 
Association at its forty-fifth meeting in New Haven, 25-27 March, 
1946. Dr. McDaniel is a lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania 
Graduate School and the author of numerous articles on the bibli- 
ography and history of medicine. 


Dr. Lewis H. Weed, Director of the Johns Hopkins Medical 
School, who has served as Chairman of the Division of Medical 
Sciences of the National Research Council since 1939, recently re- 
ceived the Medal for Merit from Major General Norman T. Kirk, 
The Surgeon General of the Army. The accompanying citation 
was signed personally by President Truman. Currently, Dr. Weed 
is also serving as Chairman of the National Advisory Committee of 
the American Red Cross. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Executive Committee of the Association of Honorary Con- 
sultants to the Army Medical Library has decided to hold the 
Annual Meeting of the Association in Washington, D. C., on 4 and 
5 October, 1946. Headquarters will be at the Hotel Statler. Further 
details regarding the program and room reservations will be sent 
to members at the earliest possible date. The Secretary-Treasurer, 
Colonel Harold W. Jones, would appreciate hearing from members 
individually if they plan to be present. It is hoped there will be 
a large attendance. 











